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RECEIVED 

AMTP.NnNiENT ( c ) ™ ^ fiTAiMS CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

JUN 1 7 2009 

1. (Currently amended) Apparatus Cor effecting the 
provision of content over a network, comprising a nor. server, 
the core server com prising: 

means for receiving a request from a client for 

Specified content? 

^ • i- n fhf client the i rl^ntity of a 

means for communicating to tno c^ 1 ^ 11 - 

node so.rver having the specified content stored thereon, 
thereby enabling the client to request transmission of the 
specified content from the node server; and 

means for ascertaining that the node server transmitted 
the specified content to the cUmh, wherein an owner of the 
node server is offered an incentive as compensation for 
transmission of the specified content to the client. 

2. (original) Apparatus as in Claim 1, wherein the 
•incentive varies in accordance with the bandwidth and/or latency 
performance of the node server in transmitting the specified 
content to the client. 

3. (Original) Apparatus as in Claim 2, wherein the 
incentive varies in accordance with the bandwidth and/or latency 
performance of the node server relative to the bandwidth and/or 
latency characteristics of one or more other node servers that 
can provide the specified content Lo the client. 
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4. (Original) Apparatus as in Claim 1, wherein the 
incentive varies in accordance with the number and/or topological 
proximity of one or more other node ocxvcrs that can provide the 
specified content to the client. 

5. (Original) Apparatus as in Claim 1, wherein the 
incentive varies in accordance with the time of day at whiclj the 
node server transmits the specified content to the client, 

6. (Original) Apparatus as in Claim 1, wherein the means 
for ascertaining that the node server transmitted the specified 
content to the client furLliei comprises means for obtaining 
information regarding the characteristics of the transmission of 
the content . 

7. (Original) Apparatus as in Claim 6, wherein the means 
for obtaining information regarding the cha-rant-.ftristics of the 
transmission of the content further comprises means for obtaining 
information regarding when the content was delivered. 

S- (Original) Apparatus as in Claim 6, wherein the means 
for obtaining information reqarding the characteristics of the 
transmission of the content further comprises means for obtaining 
information regarding the bandwidth and/or latency performance 
associated with the transmission of the content. 
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9. (Currently amended) Apparatus as in Claim 1, t he core 
server further comprising: 

means fuL identifying a plurality of node servers 
writhin the network that have at least part of the specified 
content stored thereon; 

means for selecting from the plurality of node servers 
one or more candidate node servers; and 

means for communicating the i Entity of the candidate 
node servers to the client to enable the client to request 
transmission of the specified content via the network from 
one or more of the candidate node servers. 

10. (Currently amended) Apparatus as in Claim 9, the core 
server further comprising: 

means for determining the location of the client within 
the network; 

means for identifying the locations of the plurality of 
node servers that have at least part of the requested 
content stored thereon; and 

wherein the means for selecting one or more candidate 
node servers further comprises means for selecting from the 
plurality of node servers one or more candidate node servers 
that are determined to be topologically proximate to the 
client . 
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11. (Original) Apparatus as in Claim 10, wherein the 
determination of topological proximity to the client is performed 
using a breadth-tirst search Lu identify node ccrvers that 
satisfy a, criterion regarding topological proximity to the 
client . 

12. (Currently amended) Apparatus as in Claim 1, £h e 

server further comprising: 

means for identifying a network site that will act as a 
node server for distribution of the specified content; and 
means for providing the specified content to the node 
server . 

13. (Previously presented) Apparatus as in Claim 12, 
wherein the means for identifying a network site that will act as 
B node server for distribution of the specified content further 
comprises: 

means for identifying the location of a prospective 
node server that desires to act as a node server for 
distribution of the specified content; 

means for identifying the louaLion o£ one or more other 
existing node servers that can act as a node server for 
distribution of the specified content; and 

means for determining the topological proximity of the 
prospective node server to the existing node servers, 
wherein LUw prospective node server is se.l er>.p.d as a node 
server for distribution of the specified content if the 

- 5 - 
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prospective node server satisfies a criterion regarding 
topological proximity to the existing node servers. 

14. (Original) Apparatus as in Claim 13, wherein the means 
for determining the topological proximity of the prospective node 
server to the existing node servers is performed using an 
annealing method. 

15. (Currently amended) Apparatus as in Claim 1, the core 
server further comprising; 

means for storing data identifying available content 
that can ne obtained by a. client? and 

means for providing an identification of available 
content to the client. 

16. (Currently amended) Apparatus as in Claim 1 , the uure 
server further comprising means for storing data identifying the 
location of the node server. 

17. (Original) Apparatus as in Claim 1, wherein the content 
comprises visual content including moving images. 

18. (Original) Apparatus as in Claim 1, wherein the network 
is a computer network. 

19. (Original) Apparatus as in Claim. 18, wherein the 
network is the Internet. 

- 6 - 
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20. (Original) Apparatus as in Claim 1, wherein the network 
is a television network* 

■31. (Original) Apparatus as in Claim 1, wherein the network 
is a wireless communications network. 

22. (Currently amended) A system including an apparatus 
Ap paratus *s in Claim 1 , w hcfoin the a W . inhr io a core c cn ^ r 
the ayotoro further comprising the node server, the node server 

comprising: 

means for storing the specified content; 
means for receiving a request to transmit the specified 
content to th«* client; and 

means for transmitting the specified content to the 

client . 

23. (Currently amended) A oyotom Apparafalfl as in Claim 22 , 
wherein: 

the core server further comprises: 

means for identifying a network site that will act 
as a node server for disLi. ibution of the specified 
content ; and 

means for providing the specified content to the 
node server; and 

the node server further comprises means tor receiving 
Lhts specified content from the core sorver, 
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24. (Currently amended) A ay at cm Apparatus as in Claim 22, 
wherein the core server and the node server are each implemented 
at least in part in a computer. 

25. (Currently amended) A oyatcm Apparatus as in Claim 22, 
wherein the node server is implemented at least in part in a 
television set-top box. 

26. (Currently amended) ft oyotcm Apparatus, as in Claim 22, 
wherein the node server is implemented at least in part in a 
portable device. 

27. (currently amended) A ayotom Apparatus as in Claim 22, 
the system further comprising the client, the client comprising: 

means for transmitting the request for the specified 
content to the core server; 

means for receiving the identity of th« node server 
from the core server; and 

means for receiving the specified content from the node 

server. 

28. (Currently amended) ft -syotom Apparatus as in Claim 27, 
wherein the node server and the client are each implemented at 
least In part in a television set-top box. 



- 8 
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29. (Currently amended) ft - patera inoludiny an opparotu n 
A pparatus as in Claim 1 , wherein the- apparatus U a core acrv r r , 
the oyotom further comprising the client, the client comprising: 
means for transmitting the request for the specified 

content to the core server? 

means for receiving the identity of the node server 
from the core server; and 

means for receiving the specif ied content from the node 

server . . 

30. (Currently amended) ft - syot - e ffl Apparatus as in Claim 23, 
wherein the client further comprises means for transmitting a 
request to the node server to transmit the specified content to 
the client. 

31. (Currently amended) ft pyotcm Apparatus as in Claim 29, 
wherein the client further comprises: 

means for monitoring the characteristics of the 
transmission of the specified content from the node server 
to obtain auditing information regarding the transmission ot 
the specified cunUanl from the node server to the client; 
and 

means for transmitting the auditing information to the 
core server. 
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32. (Currently amended) A ayotom Apparatus. as in Claim 29, 
wherein the core server and the client are each implemented at 
least in peu I in a computer. 

33. (Currently amended) A oyotctn Apparatus as in Claim 29, 
wherein the client is implemented at least in part in a 
television set-top box. 

34. (Currently amended) A- system Apparatus as in Claim 29, 
wherein the client is implemented at least in part in a portable 
device , 

(Canceled) 

39. (Currently amended) Apparatus for effecting the 
provision of content over a network-, comprising a nore server, 
L.he core server co mprising: 

means for receiving a request for content from a 

client; 

means for determining the location of the client within 
the network; 

mftans for identifying the location of a plurality of 
node servers within the network that have at least part of 
the requested content stored thereon; 

means for selecting from the plurality of node serves 
one or more candidate node servers that are determined to be 
topological J. y proximate to the client; 

- 10 - 
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means for communicating the identity of the candidate 
node servers to the client to enable the client to request 
transmission of the requested content via the network from 
one or more of the candidate node servers; and 

means for ascertaining which of the one or more of the 
candidate node servers transmitted requested content to the 
client, wherein an owner of such node server is offered an 
incentive as compensation for transmission of requested 
content to the client. 

40-55. (Canceled) 

56. (Currently amended) Apparatus for effecting the 
provision of content over a network, comprising a core server, . 
the core server nnmorisina: 

means for identifying which or a plurality of sets o£ 
content or parts of the plurality of sets of content are 
stored by each of a plurality : of node servers that are part 
of the network, wherein at least one of the plurality of 
sets of content or parts of the plurality of sets of content 
is stored on redundant node servers; 

means for receiving a request from a client that is 
part of the network for transmission of a set of content to 
the client, wherein at least part of the requested set of 
content is stored on redundant node servers ; 



_ 1 1 - 
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means for selecting from the plurality. of node servers 
one or more candidate node servers that have stored thereon 
at least pari oT the requested oct of content; 

means for communicating the identity of the candidate 
node servers to the client to enable the client to request 
transmission of the requested content via the network from 
one or more of the candidate node servers; and 

means for ascertaining which of thft one or more of the 
candidate node servers transmitted requested content to the 
client, wherein an owner of such node server is offered an 
incentive as compensation for transmission of requested 
content to the client. 

57-7 6. (Canceled) 

77. (Original) A computer readable storage medium or me<3i<* 
encoded with one or more computer programs including instructions 
for effecting the provision of content over a network, 
comprising: 

instructions for receiving a request from a client for 
Specified content ; 

■instructions for communicating to the client the 
identity of a node server having the specified content 
stored thereon, thereby enabling the client to request 
transmission of the specified content from the node serve*, 
and 



- 12 - 
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instructions for ascertaining that the node server 
transmitted the specified content to the client, wherein an 
owner of. the node server is offered an incentive *s 
compensation for transmission of the specified content to 
the client. 

78. (Original) A computer readable storage medium ox- media 
as in Claim 77, wherein the instructions for ascertaining that 
the node server transmitted the specified content to the client 
further comprise instructions for obtaining information regarding 
the characteristics of the transmission of the content. 

79. (Original) A computer readable storage medium or media 
as in Claim 78, wherein the instructions for obtaining 
information regarding the characteristics of the transmission of 
the content further comprise instructions tor obtaining 
information regarding when the content was delivered. 

80. (Original) A computer readable storage medium or media 
as in Claim 78, wherein the instructions for obtaining 
information regarding the characteristics of the transmission of 
the content further comprise instructions for obtaining 
information regarding the bandwidth . and/or latency performance 
associated with the transmission of the content. 
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81. (Original) A computer readable storage medium or media, 
as in Claim 77, further comprising: 

instructions tor identifying a. plurality of node 
servers within the network that have at least part of the 
requested, content stored thereon; 

instructions for selecting from the plurality of node 
servers one or more candidate node servers; and 

instructions for communicating ths identity of the 
candidate node servers to the client to enable the client to 
request transmission of the specified content via the 
network from one or more of the candidate node servers. 

82. (original) a computer readable storage medium or media 

as in Claim 81, further comprising: 

instructions for determining the location of the client 

within the network; 

instructions for identifying the locations of the 
plurality of node servers that can act as a node server for 
distribution of the specified content; 

instructions for identifying the locations of the 
plurali-ty of node servers that have at leaaL part of the 
requested content stored thereon; 

wherein the instructions for selecting one or more 
candidate node servers further comprise instructions for 
selecting from the plurality of node servers one or more 
candidate node servers that arc determined to be 
topologically proximate to the client. 

- 1 4 - 
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83. (Original) A computer readable storage medium or media 
as in Claim 82, wherein the determination of topological 
proximity to the client is performed using a breadth-first search 
to identify node, servers that satisfy a criterion regarding 
topological proximity to the client. 

84. (Original) A computer readable storage medium or media 
as. In Claim 77, further comprising: 

instructions for identifying a network site that will 
act as a node server for distribution of the specified 
content; and 

instructions for providing Ihe specified content to the 
node server. 

85. (Previously presented) A computer readable storage 
medium or media as, in Claim 84, wherein the instructions for 
identitying a network site that will act as * node server for 
distribution of the specified content further comprise; 

instructions for identifying the location of a 
prospective node server that desires to act as a node server 
for distribution Of the specified content; 

instructions for identifying the location of one or 
more other existing node servers that can act as a node 
server for distribution of the specified content; and 

instructions for determining the topological proximity 
Of the prospective node server to the existing node servers, 
wherein the prospective node server is selected as a node 

- 15 - 
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server for distribution of the specified content if the 
prospective node server satisfies a criterion regarding 
topological proximity to the existing node servers. 

86. (Original) A computer readable storage medium or media 
as in Claim 85, wherein the instructions for determining the 
topological proximity of the prospective node server Lo the 
existing node servers comprise instructions for .performing an 
annealing method. 

87. (Original) A computer readable storage medium or media 
as in Claim 77, further comprising: 

instructions for storing data identifying available 
sets of content that can be obtained by a client; and 

instructions for providing an identification of 
available sets of content to the client. 

88. (Original) a computer readable storage medium or media 
as in Claim 77, further comprising instructions for storing data 
identifying the location of the node server. 

0 

89. (Original) A computer readable storage medium or media 
as in Claim 77, further comprising: 

instructions for storing content at a- node server; 
instructions for receiving a request at a node server 
Lo transmit content to a clierif ; and 

- 16 - 
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instructions for transmitting content from a node 
server to a client in response to a request for that 
content. 

90*. (Original) A computer readable storage medium or media 
as in Claim 89, further comprising: 

instructions for identifying a network site that will 
<±ul cis a node server for distribution of fch* specified 
content; 

instructions for providing the specified content to the 

node server? and 

instructions for receiving **L the node server the 
specifier! nnntent provided by the core server. 

91 . (Previously presented) A computer readable storage 
medium or media as in Claim 89, further comprising: 

instructions for transmitting from the client a request 
for specified content to the core server; 

instructions for receiving at the client the identity 
of a node server from the core server; and 

instructions for receiving at the client the specified 
content from a node server. 

92. (Original) A computer readable storage medium or media 
as in Claim 77, further comprising: 

instructions for transmitting from f.hft client a request 
for specified content to the core server; 

- 17 - 
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instructions for receiving at the client the identity 
of a node server from the core server; and 

instructions for receiving at the client the specified 
content from a node server. 

93. (Original) A computer readable storage medium or media 
as in Claim 92, further comprising instructions for transmitting 
a request from the client to the node servQr to transmit 
specified content to the client. 

94. (original) A computer readable storage medium or media 
as in Claim 92, further comprising: 

instructions for monitoring the characteristics of the 
transmission of the specified content from the node server 
to obtain auditing information regarding the transmission of 
the specified content from the node server to the client; 

instructions for transmitting the auditing information 
to the core server. 

95-98. (Canceled) 

99. (Previously presented) A computer readable storage 
medium or media encoded with one or more computer programs 
including instructions for effecting the provision of content 
over <3 network, comprising: 

- 18 - 
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instructions for receiving a request for content from a 
client; 

instructions* for determining the location o£ the client 
within the network; 

' instructions for identifying the location of a 
plurality of node servers within the network that have at. 
least part of the requested content stored thereon; 

instructions for selecting from the plurality of node 
servers one or more candidate node servers that are 
determined to be topologically proximate to the client; 

instructions for communicating the identity of the 
candidate node servers Lo the client to enable the client to 
r«queat transmission of the requested content via the 
network from one or more of the candidate node servers; and 
instructions for ascertaining which of the one or more 
of the candidate node servers transmitted requested content 
to the client, wherein an owner nf such node server is 
offered an incentive as compensation for transmission of 
requested content to the client. 



100-1 l 1 . (Canceled) 



112. (Previously presented) A computer readable storage 
medium or media encoded with one or more computer programs 
including instructions for effecting the provision of conten 
over o network, oomprising: 

- 19 - 
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instructions for identifying which of a plurality of 
sets of content or parts of the plurality of sets of content 
are stored by each of a plurality of node servers that are 
part of the network, wherein at least one of the plurality 
of sets of content or parts of the plurality of sets of 
content is stored on redundant node servers; 

instructions for receiving a request from a client that 
is pajiL of the network for transmission of a set of content 
to the client, wherein at least part of the requested set of 
content is stored on redundant node servers; 

instructions for selecting from the plurality of node 
servers one or more candidate node servers that have stored 
thereon *t least part of the requested set of content; 

instructions for communicating the identity of the 
candidate node servers to the client to enable the client to 
request transmission of the requested content via the 
iietwoirk from one or more of the candidate node servers; and 
instructions for ascertaining which of the one or more 
of the candidate node servers transmitted requested content 
to the client, wherein an owner of such node server is 
offered an incentive as compensation for transmission of 
requested content to the client. 

113-120. (Canceled) 
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121. (Currently amended) A method for effecting the 
provision of content over a network, comprising the steps of: 

identifying at a core server a network s-it<* that will 
act as a node server for distribution of specified content; 

providing from the core server the specified content to 

the node server; 

receiving at the core server a requeal from a. client 

for the specified content; 

communicating from the c ore server the identity of- the 
node server to the client to enable the client to request 
transmission of the specified content from the node server; 
and 

ascertaining at the core server that the node server 
transmitted the specified content to the client, wherein an 
owner of the node server is offered an incentive as 
compensation for transmission of the specified content to 
the client- 

1 22-1 23. (Canceled) 

124. (Currently amended) Apparatus for effecting the 
provision, of content over a network, comprising a core server, ,, 
the core server comprising : 

a receiver, wherein: 

the receiver is adapted to receive a lequesL from 
a cliont for specified content; and 

- 21 - 
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the receiver is adapted to receive an 
identification of a node server that transmitted tne 
specified uunLent to the client, wherein an owner of 
hhP node server so identified is offered an incentive 
as compensation for transmission of the specified 
content to the client; and 

a transmitter, wherein the transmitter is addled to 
communicate to the client the identity of a node server 
having the specified content stored thereon, thereby 
enabling the client to request transmission of the specified 
content from the node server so identified. 

125-127. (Canceled) 

128. (Previously presented) Apparatus as in Claim 124, 
wherein the incentive varies in accordance with the bandwidth 
and/or latency performance of the node server in transmitting the 
specified content to the client. 

129. (Previously presented) Apparatus as in Claim 128, 
wherein tne incentive varies in accordance with the bandwidth 
and for latency performance of. the node server relative to the 
bandwidth and/or latency characteristics of one or more other 
node servers that can provide the specified content to the 
client. 
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130. (Previously presented) Apparatus as in Claim 124, 
wherein the incentive varies in accordance with the number and/or 
topological proximity o£ one or more other node servers that ran 
provide the specified content to the client. 

131. (Previously presented) Apparatus as in Claim 124 r 
wherein the incentive varies in accordance with the time o£ day 
at which the node server transmits the specified content to the 
client. 

132. (Currently amended) Apparatus as in Claim 124, the core 
server further comprising computational apparatus, wherein the 
receiver, transmitter and/or computational apparatus are further 
adapted to obtain information regarding the characteristics of 
the transmission of the content. 

133. (Previously presented) Apparatus as in Claim 132, 
wherein the information regarding the characteristics of the 
transmission of the content comprises information regarding when 
the content was delivered. 

134. (Previously presented) Apparatus as in Claim 132, 
wherein the information regarding the characteristics of the 
transmission of the content comprises information regarding the 
bandwidth and/or latency performance associated with the 
transmission of the content. 
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135. (Currently amended) Apparatus as in Claim 124, wherein: 

the receiver is further adapted to receive an 
identification of a plurality of node servers within the 
network that can act as a node server for distribution of 
the specified content; 

the apparatus core server further comprises 
computational apparatus adapted to select from the plurality 
of nude servers one or more candidate node ft^rvers; and 

the transmitter is further adapted to communicate the 
identity of the candidate node servers to the client to 
enable the client to request transmission of the specified 
content via the network from one uf the candidate node 
servers . 

136. (Previously presented) Apparatus as in Claim 135, 
wherein: 

the receiver is further adapted to receive an 
identification of the locations of the plurality of node 
servers that can act as a node server for distribution of 
the specified content; 

the receiver, transmitter and/or computational 
apparatus arp further adapted to determine the location of 
the client within the network; and 

the computational apparatus is further adapted to 
select from the plurality of node servers one or more 
uaudidate node servers that are determined to be 
topologically proximate to the client. 
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137. (Previously presented) Apparatus as in Claim 136, 
wherein the determination of topological proximity to the client 
is performed using a breadth-first search to identify node 
servers that satisfy a criterion regarding topological proximity 
to the client. 

138. (Currently amended) Apparatus as in Claim 124, the uure 
server further comprising computational apparatus, wherein the 
receiver, transmitter and/or computational apparatus are adapted 
to identify a network site that will act as a node server for 
distribution of the specified content, and wherein the 
transmitter is further adapted to provide the specified content 
tn the node server. 

139. (Previously presented) Apparatus as in Claim 138, 
wherein the computational apparatus is further adapted to 1) 
identify the location of a prospective node server that desires 
to act as a node server for distribution of the specified 
content; ii) identify the location of one or more other existing 
node servers that can act as a node server for distribution of 
the specified, content; ill) determine the topological proximity 
of the prospective node server to the existing node servers, 
wherein the prospective node server is selected as a node server 
for distribution of the specified content if the prospective node 
server satisfies a. criterion regarding topological proximity to 
the existing node servers. 
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140. (Previously presented) Apparatus as in Claim 139, 
wherein the determination of the topological proximity of the 
proBpeuLive node server to the existing node servers is performed 
using an annealing method. 

141. (Currently amended) Apparatus as in Claim 124, the core 
server further comprising data storage apparatus for storing data 
identifying available nontent that can be obtained by a client, 
and wherein the transmitter is further adapted to provide an 
identification of available content to the client, 

142. (Currently amended) Apparatus as in Claim 124, the ^rP 
s&rver further comprising data storage apparatus for *U AA ring 
data identifying the location of the node server, 

143. (Previously presented) Apparatus as in Claim 124, 
wherein the content comprises visual content including moving 
images * 

144. (Previously presented) Apparatus as in Claim 124, 
wherein the network is a computer network. 

145. (previously presented) Apparatus as in Claim 144, 
wherein the network is the Internet* 

146. (Previously presented) Apparatus as in Claim 124, 
wherein the network is a television network. 
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147. (Previously presented) Apparatus as in Claim 124, 
wherein the network is a wireless communications network. 

148. (Currently amended) A system including an apparatus 
Apparatus as in Claim 124, wb crcin the app aratus ia a nn r ^ 
server, the system further comprising the node server, the node 
server comprising: 

data storage apparatus for shoring the specified 

content; 

a receiver adapted to receive a request to transmit the 
specified content to the client; and 

a transmitter ad* y Led to transmit the specified content 

to the client. 

149. (Currently amended) A system Apparatus as in Claim 148, 
wherein: 

the core server further comprisfis computational 
apparatus adapted to identify a network site that will act 
as a node server for distribution of the specified content, 
and wherein the transmitter of the core server is further 
adapted to provide the specified content to the node server; 
and 

the transmitt e r receiver of the node server is further 
adapted to receive the specified content from the core 
server . 
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150. (Currently amended) A oyotom Apparatus as in Claim 148, 
wherein the core server and the node server are each implemented, 
at least in part, In a computer. 

151. (Currently amended) A oyotom Apparatus as in Claim 148, 
wherein the node server is implemented, at least in part, in a 
television set-top box. 

152. (Currently amended) ft system Apparatus, as in Claim 148, 
wherein the node server is implemented, at least in part, in a 
portable device. 

153. (currAntly amended) A oyg fe e m Apparatus as in Claim 148, 
the oyotom further comprising the client, the client comprising: 

a transmitter adapted to transmit the request for the 
specified content to the core server; 

d receiver adapted to receive the identity of the node 
server from the core server and to receive the specified 
content from the node server. 

154. (Currently amended) ft uyulefl* Apparatus as in Claim 153, 
wherein the nnda server and the client are each implemented, at 
least in part, in a television set-top box. 
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155. (Currently amended) A oyotcm including on apparatu s 
Apparatus as in Claim 124, wherein the apparatus io a cor n s 
O^rvcr, the oyotom further comprising the oliont, the client 
comprise ng: 

a transmitter adapted to transmit the request for the 
specified content to the core server; 

a receiver adapted to receive the identity or the nude 
server from the core server and to receive the specified 
content from the node server. 

156. (Currently amended) A oyotom Apparatus as in Claim 155, 
wherein the transmitter o£ the client is further adapted to 
transmit a request to the node server to transmit the specified 
content to the client. 

157. (Currently amended) A syotcm Apparatus as in Claim 155, 
wherein the client further comprises computational apparatus, 
wherein the receiver, transmitter and/or computational apparatus 
of the client are adapted to monitor the characteristics of the 
transmission of the specified content from the node server to 
obtain auditing information j.eyarding the transmission of the 
specified content from the node server to the client, and wherein 
the transmitter of the client is further adapted to transmit the 
auditing information to the core server. 
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158. (Currently amended) A oyoteft Apparatus as in Claim 155, 
wherein the core server and the client are each implemented, at 
least in part, in a uouiputer. 

159. (Currently amended) A aye fees * Apparatus as in Claim 155, 
wherein the client is implemented, at least in part, in a 
television set-^top box. 

160. (Currently amended) A system Apparatus as in Claim 159, 
wherein the client is implemented, at least in part, in a 
portable device. 

161- (Previously presented) A method as in Claim 121, 
wherein the incentive varies in accordance with the bandwidth 
and/or latency performance of the node server in transmitting th« 
specified content to the client. 

162. (Previously presented) A method as in Claim 161, 
wherein the incentive varies in accordance with the bandwidth 
and/or latency performance of the node server relative to the 
bandwidtn and/or latency charttcLeristics of one or more other 
nodp sfirvers that can provide the specified content to the 
client. 
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163. (Previously presented) A method as in Claim 121, 
wherein the incentive varies in accordance with the number and/ox 
topological proximity of one or more other node servers that can 
provide the specified content to the client. 

164. (Previously presented) A method as in Claim 121, 
wherein the incentive varies in acourdance with the time of day 
at which the node server transmits the specified content to the 
client. 

165. (Currently amended) A method as in Claim 1^1, wherein 
the step of ascertaining fi t the core server that the node server 
transmitted the specified content to the client comprises the 
step of obtaining at the core server information regarding the 
characteristics of the transmission of the content. 

166. (Currently amended) A method as in Claim 165, wherein 
the step of obtaining information at the core server regarding 
the characteristics of the transmission of the content comprises 
the step of obtaining information at the core server regarding 
when the content w&s delivered. 

.167. (Currently amended) A method as in Claim 165, wherein 
the step of obtaining information »t the corp. server regarding 
the characteristics Of the transmission u.C the content comprises 
the step o£ obtaining information at the core server regarding 
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the bandwidth and/or latency performance associated with the 
transmission of the content. 

168. (Currently amended) A method as in Claim 121, further 

comprising the steps of; 

identifying the core server a plurality of node 
servers within the network that can act as a node aexver for 
distribution of the specified content; 

selecting hv the core server from the plurality of node 
servers one or more candidate node servers; and 

communicating from the core server the identity of the 
candidate node servers to the client to enable the client to 
requAst transmission of the specified content via the 
network from one of the candidate node servers. 

169. (Currently amended) A method as in Claim 168, further 
comprising the stcpo of?: 

determining bv the co re server the location of the 
client within the network; 

identifying at the core server the locations of the 
plurality Of node serveis that con act as a node server £or 
distribution of the specified content; and 

wherein the step of selecting hv the core server one or 
more candidate node servers comprises the step of selecting 
hv the core server from the plurality ot node servers one or 
more candidate nodo servers that are determined to be 
topologically proximate to the client. 
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170. (Previously presented) A method as in Claim 169, 
wherein the determination of topological proximity to the client 
is performed using <x breadth-first search to identify node 
servers that satisfy a criterion regarding topological proximity 
to the client. 

171, (Currently amended) A method as in Claim 121, wherein 
Lhe 5 tep of identifying a network site that will ant as a node 
server for distribution of the specified content further 
comprises the steps of: 

identifying at the core server the location of a 
prospective node server that desires to act as a node server 
for distribution of the specified content? 

identifying at the core server the location of one or 
more other existing node servers that can act as a node 
server for distribution of the specified content? 

determining bv the core server, the topological 
proximity of the prospective node server to the existing 
node servers, wherein the prospective node server is 
selected as a node server for distribution of the specified 
content if the prospective node server satisfies a criterion 
regarding topoloqical proximity to the existing node 
servers - 
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172. (Previously presented) A method as in Claim 171, 
wherein the step of determining the topological proximity of the 
prospective node server to the existing node servers is performed 
using an annealing method. 

173. (Currently amended) A method as in Claim 121, further 
comprising the steps of: 

storing at the noro server data identifying available 
content that can be obtained by a client; and 

providing from the core server an identification of . 
available content to the client. 

174. (Currently amended) A method as in Claim 121, further 
comprising the step of storing at the core server data 
identifying the location of the node server. 

175. (Previously prosontod) A. method as -in Claim 121, 
wherein the content comprises visual content including moving 
images , 

176. (previously presented) A method as in Claim 121, 
wherein the network is a computer network. 

177. (Previously presented) A method as in Claim 176, 
wherein the network is the Internet. 
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178- (Previously presented) A method as in Claim 121, 
wherein the network is a television network. 

179. (Previously presented) A method as in Claim 121, 
wherein the network is a wireless communications network. 

180, (Currently amended) A method as in Claim 121, w.hcrc-i-n- 
the step - s uf identifying Q netw ork sit e that will act aa a node 
server, providing the specified content to the node server/; 
readying a request from a alicnt for the specified oontont, 
communicating the identity of the node server to tho client,, and 
ascertaining that the node server transmitted thi jbjcolficd 
oontonb to tho - gliont nm performed by a core server, the method 
further comprising the following steps performed by a node server 
of: 

storing at the node server the specified content? 

receiving at the node server a request to transmit the 
specified content to the client; and 

transmitting from the node server the specified content 
to the client. 

181. ( Curren tly amended) A method as in Claim 180, wherein, 
the steps performed by the node s erver further comprise 
comprising the step of receiving at the node serv_ox the specified 
content from the core server. 
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182, (Previously presented) a method as in Claim 180, 
wherein the steps performed by the core server and the steps 
per formed by the node server arc each implements , at least in 
part, in a computer. 

183, (Previously presented) A method as in Claim 180, 
wherein the steps performed by the node swver are implemented, ' 
at least in part, in a television set-top box. 

184, (Previously presented) A method as in Claim 180, 
wherein the steps performed by the node server are implemented, 
at least in part, in a portable device. 

185- (Currently amended) A method as in Claim 181, feh-e 
act hod further comprising the b ellowing steps performed by a 
client of: 

transmitting frnm a client the request for the 
specified content to the core server; 

receiving at the client the identity of the node server 
from the core server; and 

receiving at the client the specified content from the 

node server. 

186. (Previously presented) A method as in Claim 185, 
wherein the steps performed by the node serve* and the steps 
performed by the cUp.nt are each implemented, at least in part, 
in a, television set-top box. 
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187, (Currently amended) A method as in Claim 121, wherein 
L hc Dt cpo o f identifying n 1 " hni " tjJ; 11 QGt aQ Q noc3c 

^ yer, providing the opacified cjunLuriL bo thg-ft e dc server r 
receiving o roquoct. frnm a client for the specified conten - fc- - 
communicating the identity of the node oorvar to -the-clicnt , and 
q h accrtaining that the node server transmit te d the specifie d 
content to the olioaL u j- u p erformed by a core server, the method 
further comprising the *ellowi«^ steps f^ - rformod by a. cli^k of; 
transmitting from the client the request for the 
specified content to the core server; 

receiving at the client the identity of the node server 
from the core server; and 

receiving at the client the specified content from the 

node server. 

188. (Currently amended) A method as in Claim 187, whero - ift 
Un jLcpa pctfgormod by the eliont further comprise r.pmpri fijng the 
step of transmitting from the client a request to the node server 
to transmit the specified content to the client - 

189. (Currently amended) A nieLhoG as in Claim 187, wherein 
the atopo performed by the client further comprise comprising the 

steps of: / 

monitoring by the client the characteristics of the 
transmission of the specified content from the node server 
to obtain auditing information regarding the transmission of 
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the specified content from the node server to the client? 
and 

transmitting from the client the auditing information 
to the core server* 

190. (Previously presented) A method as in Claim 187, 
wherein the steps performed by the core server and the steps 
performed by the client are e^r.h -implemented, at least in part, 
in a computer. 

191. (Previously presented) A method as in Claim. 187, 
wherein the sl^ps performed by the client are implemented, at 
least in part, in a television set-top box. 

192. (Previously presented) A method as in Claim 187, 
wherein the steps performed by the client are implemented, al 
least in part, in a portable device. 
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